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How to find Jana

● www.empowerlep.com

● www.themindbydesign.com

● Instagram and Facebook
○ @empowerlep (and Empower LEP 

Facebook Group)

○ @themindbydesign 

● jana@empowerlep.com

● School Psych 2006-2018

● School Neuropsych Cert 2010

● LEP 2011

● Private practice part time 2013-2019

● Program Specialist 2018-2022

● Mind by Design, Inc. 2020-present

● Empower LEP 2022-present
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Agenda
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● The field of School Psychology today
● Overview of achievement batteries commonly used
● A closer look at tests by skills
● Cases
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The Evolution of School Psychology

4
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Present Day School Psychology

● It is not enough to assess for eligibility.

● We need to understand what the problem is and how to help kids through 
intervention

● If we don’t know enough about the achievement, how do we explain more than 
just eligibility?

● We need to look beyond the models for eligibility and use our clinical 
judgement.

● It is up to us to help our special educators use assessment results to drive 
intervention.

5
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Assessment should drive intervention

● Cognitive Processing = WHY

● Academic Achievement = WHAT

● Explain WHY the WHAT exists

● Early career: look to scores, yes or no
○ This is no longer enough

● What does our data mean?

● Determining eligibility does not move the needle

● Use assessment to drive intervention

6
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Achievement Responsibility

Who administers achievement 
testing?

Special education teachers

Who is responsible for eligibility 
and explaining the meaning of 

assessment results?

You!  The school psychologist!

CASP FALL 2023 7
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Do we ever get an opportunity to really look 
at achievement batteries?

8
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Today we are going to look at:

9

● Academic areas of achievement (reading, writing, math)

● Evaluation tools we have access to so we have a better 
frame of reference

● Cases
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What is academic achievement?

10
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First some Ed Code SLD

11
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Academic Achievement is more than numbers

● Standardized data versus classroom performance

● Where is the student underperforming or underachieving?  Why?

● Gather all information that will help us understand the student’s 
functional academic performance.

12
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RIOT 
Review

● report cards
● classroom 

data
● state test 

results
● work samples
● attendance
● intervention 

data

13

Interview

● parent
● teacher
● student
● outside 

providers

Observations

● during class 
when it’s 
enjoyable

● during class 
when it’s hard

● with peers
● during testing
● at home

13

Testing: Standardized Measures (common tests)

● Woodcock Johnson Tests of Achievement, Fourth Edition (WJ IV)
● Wechsler Individual Achievement Test, Fourth Edition (WIAT 4)
● Kaufman Tests of Educational Achievement, Third Edition (KTEA 3)

● Look beyond the core batteries!

14
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Case Study:  Maggie

● 14 years old
● School changes
● Distance learning
● Anxiety, SIB, restrictive eating
● Decent grades with extra help
● Great personality
● Compensates, uses friends
● Thinks she has “dyslexia”
● Asked for a 504 Plan

15
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Core Achievement: KTEA 3

16
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Supplemental Scores: KTEA 3
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Decoding Composite   86

Letter Word Recognition  83

Nonsense Word Decoding 91

Reading Fluency Composite 85

Silent Reading Fluency  95

Word Recognition Fluency 78

Decoding Fluency   91

Comprehension Composite  89

Reading Comprehension   97

Listening Comprehension   84

Orthographic Composite   76

Spelling     
  95

Letter Naming    
 68

Word Recognition Fluency  78

17

WIAT 4           
 FAR
Reading Fluency    87

Oral Reading Fluency   86

Orthographic Fluency   89

Decoding Fluency   93

Orthographic Choice   75

Fluency Composite  59

Rapid Naming   51

Verbal Fluency   93

Visual Perception  66

Irregular Word Reading Fluency 89

Orthographical Processing 56

18
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TAPS 4

Phonological Processing Index 83

Word Discrimination   7

Phonological Deletion   7

Phonological Blending   6

19

● Would she be eligible for 
special education?

● Clinical Diagnoses:
○ ADHD inattentive, milde
○ SLD in reading, moderate 

(dyslexia)
○ Generalized Anxiety Disorder

19

Look beyond the core battery

Special education or not, 
what does Maggie need?

20

Recommendations

● Evaluated for SLD and OHI
● What kinds of classes?

○ SAI content classes
○ Study skills

● Counseling
● Accommodations
● Community Specialist Support 

(reading intervention)
● Consult for medication
● Therapy
● Wellness

20
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“Achievement” Batteries

21

WJ IV, KTEA 3, WIAT 4
FAR, FAM, FAW

TOWRE 2, GORT 5

21

22

Woodcock Johnson Tests of Achievement, IV
Tests of Oral Language

22
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In the beginning of the 
WJ cognitive and 
achievement test books 
there are these charts 
that cover the subtests 
needed to obtain certain 
cluster scores. 

Woodcock Johnson 4th edition Manual
23

23
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25
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KTEA 3 Core Subtests
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KTEA 3 Reading Supplemental Composites and SLD 

28
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WIAT 4

29
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Feifer Assessment of Reading (FAR)

30
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FAR and SLD Areas

31
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Feifer Assessment of Math (FAM)

32
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FAM and SLD Areas

33
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Feifer Assessment of Writing (FAW)

34
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Test of Word Reading Efficiency (TOWRE 2)

35

Sight Word Efficiency–read words 
quickly

Phonetic Decoding Efficiency–read 
nonwords quickly

35

Test of Integrated Language and Literacy (TILLS)

36
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Gray Oral Reading Test (GORT)

37

● Oral reading rate, accuracy, 
and comprehension

37

Let’s dig in by skill

38
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Mathematics

39

39

Mathematics

Math Calculation

● understanding 
number concepts

● counting
● grouping objects
● compute math 

problems from 
basic operations 
through calculus

Math Problem Solving

● questions that need 
mathematical solutions to 
answer

● could have words, numbers, 
and/or variables

● examine key ideas in 
question, choose appropriate 
strategy, complete the 
problem, check to ensure 
accuracy

Math Fluency

● automatic math 
fact retrieval

40
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Math: What do I want to know?

Referral Concerns:

● identification of numbers
● counting/one to one correspondence
● conceptual understanding of number order
● rapid number identification
● basic math facts
● regrouping
● understanding magnitude representations
● careless errors when calculating
● slow process to calculate
● understanding vocabulary, terminology, and expectations in 

word problems
● doesn’t catch errors
● can’t explain process
● trouble retaining process
● order of operations
● can’t pick out keywords 
● anxious

 

41

Observations During Testing:

● Do they struggle with how the problem is 
lined up? (vertical vs horizontal)

● Do they recognize the division sign?
● Do they rush through?
● Make careless errors?
● Take extended time?
● Inconsistent responding?
● Get distracted?
● Count on their fingers?
● Have trouble picking out key concepts and 

information in problem?
● Struggle with vocabulary in word problems? 
● Know math terms?

41

Math Calculation Tests

42

WJ IV KTEA 3 WIAT 4 FAM
Math Calculation Math Computation Numerical Operations Sequences

Math Fact Fluency Math Fluency Math Fluency (separate tests 
for addition, subtraction, 
multiplication)

Number Comparison

Addition, Subtraction, 
Multiplication, Division 
Fluency

Addition, Subtraction, 
Multiplication, Division 
Knowledge

Object Counting

Forward Number Count

Backward Number Count

42



10/7/23

22

Calculation Tests

43

WJ IV    KTEA 3      WIAT 4

43

Math Calculation Differences

44

WJ IV:

● All presented vertically
● 18 problems per page
● least white space

KTEA 3: 

● Problems presented both vertically and 
horizontally

● 12 problems per page

WIAT 4:

● Problems presented vertically and 
horizontally

● 9 or fewer problems per page
● Most white space

FAM:

● No actual calculations are ever done on 
paper

44



10/7/23

23

Math Fluency Tests

45

WJ IV     KTEA 3    
 WIAT 4

45

Math Fluency Differences

46

WJ IV:

● 3 minutes
● 60 addition and subtraction before 

multiplication begins
● No division
● 80 problems per page

KTEA 3: 

● 2 minutes
● 34 problems before multiplication and 

division
● 48 problems per page (more white space)

WIAT 4:

● 1 minute each
● Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication
● 20 problems per page

FAM:

● 1 minute each
● Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication, 

Division
● respond verbally

46
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Math Problem Solving Tests

47

WJ IV KTEA 3 WIAT 4 FAM

Applied Problems Math Concepts and 
Application

Math Problem 
Solving

Equation Building

Number Matrices Linguistic Math 
Concepts

47

WJ IV Applied Problems

48
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KTEA 3: Math Concepts and Applications

49

49

WIAT 4: Math Problem Solving

50
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FAM

51

51

52
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Ginger

● 15 years old, sophomore

● High achieving girls’ school

● Anxiety since 2nd grade 
● Trauma with teacher in 2nd grade and 

changed schools

● Excels in reading and writing
● Consistent struggle in math

Does she has a learning disability?  Why 
is math so hard for her?

53

Ginger’s Scores–WJ IV Cog GIA 115

54
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FAM Scores

55

● Does she have an SLD?
○ Ed Code
○ DSM 5

● Where is the issue for Ginger?
● What is her personal experience?
● What does she need?

○ accommodations
■ calculator
■ extended time

55

Writing

56
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Written Expression
Written Expression refers to a 
highly complex, cognitive, self-
directed process.  Higher order 
components include planning, 
translating, drafting, reviewing, 
and revising.  The translation 
process includes lower-level 
transcription skills such as 
handwriting and spelling, as well 
as text generation at three 
different language levels; word, 
sentence, and text (NCS Pearson 
2020).

Feifer Assessment of 
Writing defines three 
types of written 
expression challenges: 

● graphomotor
● problems with 

spelling
● problems with the 

executive 
processes involved 
with written 
expression

DSM 5 refers impairments in:

● spelling accuracy
● grammar and punctuation 

accuracy
● clarity or organization of 

written expression

Some refer to “dysgraphia” 
under SLD and some refer to it 
as a Developmental 
Coordination Disorder

57

Writing:  What do I want to know?

Referral Concerns:

● poor spelling (also poor reading?)
● vocabulary
● organization and formatting
● letter formation
● grammar and syntax
● punctuation
● semantics
● descriptive quality
● editing or limited ability to self-correct
● idea generation
● logical flow
● sequencing

Observations during testing:

● performance on different writing tasks 
consistent?

● punctuation and capitalization?
● vocabulary
● spelling
● editing, catching mistakes
● spacing and letter legibility
● organization
● attitude and effort while writing
● use of time
● planning and organization
● verb tense
● did they use the whole time
● spelling

58
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Main areas to consider:

● Graphomotor control
● Spelling
● Punctuation, capitalization, grammar, sentence structure/syntax
● Executive processes like planning, organization, working memory

59

59

60

Written Expression Tests: Spelling/ Orthography

WJ IV KTEA 3 WIAT 4 FAW TILLS TOC

Spelling Spelling Spelling Isolated 
Spelling

Nonword 
Spelling

Sight Spelling

Spelling of 
Sounds

Orthographic 
Choice

Homophone 
Spelling

Written 
Expression-Word 
Score

Homophone 
Choice

● Spelling helps a child develop a strong connection between letters and sounds.

● Nonword spelling shows how well a child can apply letter-sound patterns to new 
words.

● Orthography–the one correct way we spell a word in English

60
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Spelling and Orthography

61

61

Spelling Errors

62
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Sam’s Writing Samples

63

63

Sam’s Scores

Full Scale IQ   120

Letter & Word Recognition 93
Spelling    88
Reading Comprehension  99
Written Expression   97
Silent Reading Fluency  92

64
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Steve’s Spelling 

65

KTEA 3 
Standard Score 74

65

Writing: Graphomotor/ Writing Fluency

66

WJ IV WIAT 4 KTEA 3 FAW
Sentence Writing 
Fluency

Alphabet Writing 
Fluency

Writing Fluency Alphabet Tracing 
Fluency

Sentence Writing 
Fluency

Motor Sequencing

Copying Speed

Motor Planning

66
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FAW

67

67

Steve Example–Sentence Writing Fluency

68

KTEA 3–count number of words (rather than 
sentences).  

Steve’s standard score = 97

68
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Written Expression

69

WJ IV KTEA 3 WIAT 4 FAW TILLS TEWL 3/ 
TOWL 4

Writing 
Samples

Written 
Expression

Essay 
Composition

Executive Working 
Memory

Written Expression-
Discourse

Basic Writing

Editing Sentence 
Composition
(Sentence 
Building, 
Sentence 
Combining)

Sentence Scaffolding

Story Mapping

Written Expression-
Sentence

Contextual 
Writing

Retrieval Fluency Written Expression- 
Word

Expository Writing

Copy Editing

69

TEWL 3  (SS 96)       
 TILLS

70

Scaled Scores:
Word Score    1
Sentence Score    7
Discourse    10

70
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Written Expression Differences

71

WJ IV:

● Examiner provides a prompt and student writes 
one sentence in response to the prompt.

● Spelling does not count.

KTEA 3: 

● Young students begin with tracing and copying
● 1st grade and up, students complete writing tasks 

in the context of a story format.  
● Writing sentences from dictation, punctuation and 

capitalization, missing words, combining 
sentences, writing compound and complex 
sentences, editing.

● Finally, a longer piece of writing based on the story.

WIAT 4:

● Write a descriptive expository essay in a 10 minute 
time limit.  

● Scored for semantics, grammar, and mechanics
● Content and organization evaluated

FAW:

● Write a descriptive essay in response to a prompt, in a 
10 minute time limit.

TILLS:
● Combine sentences using the facts to put them 

together in a way that sounds less choppy and more 
interesting.

● Scored at the sound/word and sentence/discourse 
level.

71

How do you explain this?

72
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WJ IV           
  KTEA 3    

73

73

FAW

74
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Reading

75

75

Reading–Decoding, Fluency, Comprehension

76

Decoding:  

● applying sound-letter relationships to read words
● understanding the relationships so unfamiliar words can be segmented out 

and then blended for word reading

Fluency:

● ability to read with speed, accuracy, automaticity, prosody, and intonation

Comprehension:

● understanding and interpreting what is read

76
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Reading:  What do I want to know?

Referral Concerns:

● Trouble with sound/letter 
correspondences

● Slow at identifying letters
● Slow effortful reading
● Fast reading with frequent errors
● Guessing at unfamiliar words
● Word substitutions
● Skips function words
● Choppy, dysfluent reading
● Limited expression while reading
● Not paying attention to punctuation
● Not understanding content

77

Observations during testing:

● Listen to the student read!
● Decoding words and nonwords 

versus decoding under time 
constraints (can they do it…can 
they do it quickly?)

● What do you notice when they 
read aloud?

● Do they und what they read?

77

Main areas to consider:

● Decoding
● Pseudoword decoding
● Decoding and pseudoword decoding fluency
● Irregular word reading fluency
● “Silent” reading fluency
● Oral reading fluency
● Reading comprehension

78
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Do you ever get scores like this?

79

79

Reading: Decoding (real and nonsense words)

80

WJ IV KTEA 3 WIAT 4 FAR TILLS

Letter -Word 
Identification

Letter & 
Word 
Recognition

Word 
Reading

Nonsense 
Word 
Decoding

Nonword 
Reading

Word Attack Nonsense 
Word 
Decoding

Pseudoword 
Decoding

80
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Reading: Decoding Fluency (real and nonsense words)
● Basic Reading Skills or Reading Fluency
● Could this be considered Processing?

81

WJ IV KTEA 3 WIAT 4 FAR TOWRE 2

Decoding Fluency 
(nonwords)

Decoding Fluency 
(nonwords)

Isolated Word 
Reading Fluency 
(regular words)

Sight Word 
Efficiency 
(regular and 
irregular)

Word 
Recognition 
Fluency (regular 
and irregular 
words)

Orthographic 
Fluency (irregular 
words)

Irregular Word 
Reading Fluency 

Phonemic 
Decoding 
Efficiency 
(nonwords)

81

Reading: “Silent Reading Fluency”

82

WJ IV KTEA 3 WIAT 4 FAR

Sentence Reading 
Fluency

Silent Reading 
Fluency

Silent Reading 
Fluency Rate

82
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“Silent” Reading Fluency

83

83

Reading: Oral Reading***

84

WJ IV KTEA 
3

WIAT 4 FAR TILLS GORT 5

Oral 
Reading 
(accuracy, 
no speed)

Oral Reading 
Fluency 
(WCPM
accuracy and 
speed)

Oral Reading 
Fluency 
(WCPM
accuracy and 
speed)

Reading 
Fluency 
(accurate 
and 
automatic, 
no speed)

Rate and 
accuracy

84
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Oral Reading 
Differences

85

WJ IV:

● Accuracy, no speed

● Errors include: 
mispronunciation, omission, 
insertion, substitution, 
hesitation, repetition, 
transposition, ignores 
punctuation

● Self-correction within 3 
seconds is not an error

85

WIAT 4: Oral Reading Fluency
Read stories aloud, answer one comprehension 
question, speed and accuracy

86
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TILLS

● Reading Fluency
○ Accurate and 

automatic
○ No speed
○ No hesitations, errors, 

repetitions or self-
correction

Scaled Score 2, 1st percentile

87

87

GORT

● Accuracy and Speed

● Errors include words read 
incorrectly, mispronounced, 
omitted, substituted

● Self corrections are okay 
within 10 seconds and not 
counted as an error, 
HOWEVER, you still mark an 
error before

● Added words are errors

88

88
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GORT
● Niel is 17 and a senior
● Referred because he’s up all 

night doing homework
○ suspected ADHD and 

dyslexia
● Evaluated in 2020
● Diagnosed with anxiety
● Gf-Gc 119
● WIAT 3

○ Basic Reading 112
○ Oral Reading Accuracy 

99
○ Oral Reading Rate 102

89

89

Current Testing

● GORT 78

● Neslon-Denny Reading Test

○ Vocab 111

○ Comprehension 99

○ Reading rate 78

● Vocabulary still had 23 to go

● Comp still had 21 to go

● Ran out of time on both but 
accuracy so good, he still 
earned a good score on both

90
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What would you do?

● SLD?
● IEP?
● 504?
● What does he need?

91

91

Reading Comprehension

92

The ability to understand what you read.  
Several factors go into skilled reading.

● Which areas of the rope are breaking down?
● Is there anything else getting in the way, like 

attention or working memory?

Simple View of Reading

Word Recognition x Language Comprehension = Reading Comprehension 

92
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Reading: Comprehension

93

WJ IV KTEA 3 WIAT 4 FAR TILLS GORT 5

Passage Comp

Reading Recall

Reading 
Vocabulary

Reading 
Comp

Reading 
Vocabulary

Reading 
Comp

Reading 
Comp

Reading 
Comp

Comprehension

93

Reading Comprehension Differences

94

WJ IV:

● Read the passage and fill in the missing word
● Listen to a story and tell it back immediately
● Provide synonyms and antonyms for given 

words

KTEA 3: 

● Read passages silently, and answer 
comprehension questions

● Student can look back through text for 
answers.

GORT 5:

● Read passages orally.
● Student cannot look back at text for answers.

WIAT 4:

● Read passages silently, and answer 
comprehension questions

● Student can look back through text for answers.

FAR:

● Read a passage silently and quickly.  
● Student cannot look back through text for answers.

TILLS:

● Student reads two or three sentences and answers 
questions with yes, no, or maybe

94
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Final Thoughts

95

● “Achievement” tests provide a lot of information

● The more we know, the better we will be at evaluating

● Collaboration is critical for our multidisciplinary teams

● Keep learning, keep growing 
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Thank you!
Jana Parker, MS, LEP, ABSNP

jana@empowerlep.com

@empowerlep

https://bit.ly/fall-casp
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